
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 
NEW YORK 
 

 
 
The Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, with 
reference to note no. LA/COD/2 of 14 March 2016 in regards to 
General Assembly resolution 69/120 of 10 December 2014 entitled 
òStatus of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
and relating to the protection of victims of armed conflictsó, has the 
honour to convey the following information. 
 
1. Sweden has been a party to the first and second Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions since 1979, and has reported 
continuously on the implementation and development of International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) to the UN Secretary General in accordance 
with the above mentioned resolution since 1994, in the latest report 
from 2014. The following information supplements previous reports.  
 
2. The Swedish Government ratified the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Relating to the Adoption of an 
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6. During the 31st International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent in 2011, the Swedish Red Cross and the Swedish 
Government made a joint pledge on gender and IHL. The goal of the 
joint Swedish efforts is for a gender perspective to be applied on IHL ð
meaning that the situation for both women and men in relation to the 
rules of IHL should be addressed. This resulted in the book òIHL and 
Genderó, which consists of a number of contributions and experiences 
from a broad field of expertise related to armed conflict and military 
operations as well as gender and humanitarian assistance. It also 
presents findings from field studies in Uganda, Colombia and Lebanon, 
and introduces check lists on how to operationalize a gender 
perspective on IHL, answering the question what such a perspective 
meanðboth in a theoretical and practical way. During the 32nd 
International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, the 
Swedish Government together with the Swedish Red Cross made a joint 
pledge to follow up and continue the work on IHL and gender.  
Representatives from both the Swedish government and the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs have on various occasions presented it to a broader 
audience. For example, the Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
introduced it at a seminar on the topic òMaking IHL Work for Women 
& Girlsó, a side event to the World Humanitarian Summit in May 2016. 
In this context, the Swedish Government commends the contribution 
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9. The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
(Sida) is a strong proponent of respect for IHL and protection through 
targeted support to key partners, such as the ICRC, which has a specific 
mandate in relation to conflicts on the basis of the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949 and their Additional Protocols as well as UNHCR and 
UNICEF with their specific mandates.  
 
In addition, Sida has, e.g. in Palestine, advocated strongly for 
humanitarian actors to focus more on protection and the 
implementation of IHL. Sida is exploring how to replicate this work in 
other places, such as Pakistan. Sida is also funding a partner to work at a 
regional level aiming to foster advanced professional exchange on key 
challenges and approaches to frontline humanitarian negotiation on the 
basis of humanitarian principles and IHL. Negotiations convene senior-
level practitioners across agencies and across contexts, providing tools 
and frameworks for participants to enhance their own negotiation 
capacity and to discover new methods for operating in complex 
environments.  
 
10. Humanitarian access and the need to respect and uphold 
humanitarian principles have repeatedly been advocated strongly by the 
Swedish Government in different fora and in diplomatic relations. To 
uphold and safeguard these norms Sweden made the following 
commitments at the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul May 
2016: 
 

o Promoting and enhancing respect for international humanitarian 
law, international human rights law, and refugee law, where 
applicable. 
 

o Promoting and enhancing the protection of civilians and civilian 
objects, especially in the conduct of hostilities, for instance by 
working to prevent civilian harm resulting from the use of wide-
area explosive weapons in populated areas, and by sparing 
civilian infrastructure from military use in the conduct of 
military operations. 
 

o Ensuring all populations in need receive rapid and unimpeded 
humanitarian assistance. 
 

o Promoting and enhancing efforts to respect and protect medical 
personnel, transports and facilities, as well as humanitarian relief 
personnel and assets against attacks, threats or other violent acts. 
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The Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations avails itself of 
this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 

New York, 27 July 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 


