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the International Criminal Court itself. In April 2016, it organized a ret@aed atsupportingthe Court in

the development ofperformance indicators. Switzerland also promotes greater efficiency in Court
procedures and is an activemember of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court and of the Group of Friends of the International Criminal Court in New York,
The Hague and Geneva. It facilitatbh® Assembly resolution on strengthening bhiernational Criminal
Court and the Assembly of States Partite (omnibus resolution’)) and within the framework of the
universal periodic review, it regularly calla Statesiot party to the Rome Statute to ratify that instrument.

Apart from itsinvolvement in thepromotion of the International Criminal Court, Switzerland has
broad expertise on ways of dealing with the past and preventing future atrocities. It thus advocates the
criminal prosecution of violators of human rights and internati¢ruahanitarian law, while supporting
measures taken in the interest of victims, such as-¢egking, reparations and measures to ensure non
recurrence. With regard to the prevention of atrogiegtzerland launched the Global Action Against Mass
Atrocity Crimes initiativein conjunction with five other Statewhich aims to promotegprevention at the
national level by encouraging States to shie& experience# thatarea

In December 2014 Switzerland and the International Committee of the Red Cross supported
participating Statesf the Montreux Document on pertinent international legal obligations and good practices
for States related to operations of private military ardusty companies during armed confliched
Montreux Document) irestablishinghe Montreux Document Forum. Secretariat services are provided by
the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces. The Forum serves as an informal
consultation pldorm for Montreux Documenparticipants Its aim is to promote national implementation of
the Montreux Document and development of the necessary tools to do so. Thewkbralso urgemore
States to actively support this initiative. AsMay 2016, 53 States arlinternational organizations (the
European Union, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) had expressed support for the Montreux Document
(https://lwww.eda.admin.ch/eddtfae/politiqueexterieure/drotinternationalpublic/droitinternational
humanitaire/entreprisasilitaires-securiteprives/etatgarticipant.html)

The International Code of Conduct for Private Security Service Providers’ Association was
established o020 September 2013 in Geneva, and serves as the governance and oversight mechanism for the
Code. Currently, 99 companies, 6 Governments and 1@oeernmatal organizations are members of the
Association. Theboard of directors fothe Association, whichsi chaired by Switzerland, isurrently
developing theprocedures for monitoring and processing complaints provideid fbe Code. Certification
procedures were adopted by theneral assemblyf the Assaociation in October 2015. Téecretariat and the
executive directoof the Associatin are based in Geneva.

In December 2014&5witzerlandfinalized new versions of the two complementary handbookssé& he
instruments consist of a legal handbook intended to clarify legal issues neladtedhanitarian access in
situations of armed conflict and a practical handbook for field personnel that presents methodologies, tools
and practical advice aimed at proposing more effective operational responses for expeditious, unhindered and
sustained hmnanitarian access.

Switzerland provides secretariat services for the International HumanitarianFiR@icty
Commissionand regularly encourages all States that have not yet recognized the competence of the
Commission to do so. At the thirgecond Intarational Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent,



