
                       
  
  

 
INVITATION  

 
 

The Per man ent Mi ssio ns of the Republic of Singapore an d Austri a to the UN  
 and the Un ited Nat ion s Of f ice of Legal Aff airs 

 
 
 

Invi t e you to attend a Side Eve nt  on the margi ns of  
Inte rnat i onal Law Wee k 

 
 



SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION OF 
MULTILATERAL TREATIES TO PROMOTE THE RULE OF LAW 

 
 
The rul e of law prov id es the framewo r k for ord erl y and pred i ct abl e rel at ion s 
bet wee n indi vid ua ls, ent it i es, ins tit ut ions and Stat es, at the nat ion a l and 
int ern at ion a l lev el s. Mul ti l at e ra l treati e s are an imp o rt ant too l in strengt he ni ng 
the rul e of law. Multi l at e ra l treat y process e s enh an c e uni v er s al it y, cons ol id ate 
int ern at ion a l cons ens us, pro vid e certain ty and accoun ta bi lit y on rig ht s and 
obl ig ati on s, and faci lit a te the peaceful set tle me n t of dispu t es.  
 
Appl i ca ti on of treat ie s is con cern ed with iden ti f yi ng the sco pe of treat ie s and 
determi n in g thei r appl ic ab il it y to a parti c ul a r sit uati on or circu ms t a n c e. 
Interpr e ta ti on of treat i es is concern ed wit h ascrib in g the correc t mean i ng to 
rel ev an t pro vi sio ns of tho se treati es and app l yi ng them to the situ atio n at hand.  
 
The pro ces s es of app li c at ion and int erp re t at ion are often int ert win ed and the 
ans wer s are not always straigh tf o r wa rd. The Vienn a Con vent ion on the Law of 
Treat ie s and other rel e v an t rul es of cus to ma r y int ern ati on al law set out the 
framewo r k acco rd ing to which iss u es of appl ic at io n and int erp re t at ion are to be 
reso lv ed. Very oft en, mul ti la t er a l treati es wil l thems e l ve s con tai n prov is ion s on 
app li c at ion and int erpr e t at ion, with pro vis ion s such as thos e con cer ni ng the scop e 
of the treat y and defin it ion s of parti c ul a r terms or phrase s. Where there persi st s a 
div erg en c e of views bet wee n States Part ies to a mul t il at e r al treat y, its provi sio ns 
on the sett l e me n t of dispu t es beco me cri t i ca l in sett ing out the man n er by whi ch 
such div erg e nc e ma y be reso lv ed.  In thi s reg ard, dis put e set tl eme n t with in the 
framewo r k of the mul t i l at e ra l inv es t me n t regi me can prov id e ill us tr a tiv e 
examp l e s.  
 
A predi ct ab l e, tran sp a r en t and coheren t app roa c h to the  appl ic at io n and 



SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION OF 
MULTILATERAL TREATIES TO PROMOTE THE R ULE OF LAW  

 
Tuesday 24 October 2017  1.15 – 2.30 pm             UNHQ, Conference Room 6 
 
 

SIDE EVENT – INTERNATIONAL LAW WEEK  
 

 
PROGRAM 

 
Welcome & introductory remarks:   
 

• H.E. Mr. Bu rhan Gafoor  
Ambas s ador and Pe rm an ent Repres ent at i ve o f Singapo re to the Unit ed Nati ons  
Chai r of the Six t h Commi t t ee, 72 nd  sessi on of the UN Gene ral Assem bl y  

 
 
Panel Discussion: 
 

• M oderat or: Ms. Daphne Hong, Dire ct or -Gene ral of the Intern at i onal Affai rs Divi s i on, 
Attorne y -Gen eral ’s Cha m bers, Singapo re  

 
Panel l i s t s :  

 
• M r. Alej andro E. Alv are z  

Chief, Rule of Law Unit, Ex ecut i ve Offi ce o f the Secret a r y -Gen er al  
 

• P rof. Augus t Reini s ch  
Member of the Internat i o nal Law Comm i s s i on  
“The multilateral investment regime and the rule of law” 
 

• M r. Sant i ago Vill al pando  
Chief, Unit ed Nati o ns Tr eat y Sect i on, Offi ce of Legal Aff ai rs  
“The UN Secretary-General's depositary role in the interpretation and application of 
multilateral treaties” 
 

• M r. Lion el Yee  
Deput y Attorne y -Gene ra l of the  Attorne y -Gener al's Cham be rs, Singapo re  
 

 
Moderated Discussion with Participants 
 


