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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, CARICOM extends its gratitude to the Chairman of the International Law

Commission for his statement introducing the various clusters of the Report of the
Commission on the work of its Sixty-ninth session and to commend the ILC on its work
in fostering the codification and progressive development of international law.

We also welcome the decision for the ILC to hold its 70* Session in New York from 30

April to 1 June 2018. CARICOM is of the view that this will provide the opportunity to

strengthen the relationship between the ILC and the Sixth Committee.

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, CARICOM would like to comment on some 





We agree with the use of article 53 of the 1969 Vienna Convention as a good starting
place for the identification of criteria of jus cogens, and encourage the Commission's
continued examination and exploration of other aspects, should the need arise to
supplement or grow beyond the Convention.

Further analysis of the meaning of "fundamental values", particularly with regards to
the identification of a universal understanding of these values, is encouraged. And while
caution must be exercised when determining whether to consider some treaties as part
of general international law, CARICOM welcomes further consideration of treaties for

this purpose, as no potentially-relevant stone must be left unturned when considering
development and identification of criteria in this area.
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