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Mr Chair,

Protection of the atmosphere

1. Ireland wishes to begin by aligning itself with the statement delivered by the European

Union on the topic "Protection of the atmosphere" and would like to acknowledge the work
of the Special Rapporteur, Mr Shinya Murase, in producing his 



6. Ireland also notes the Special Rapporteur's comments (at paragraph 134 of the ILC Report)
that the draft articles contain elements of both codification and progressive development.

Ireland, however, believes it is unclear from the Special Rapporteur s Report, the report of

the Drafting Committee and the commentaries whether and in what respect draft Article 7
seeks to determine the scope of existing international law {lex laid) or the extent to which

the Commission is following an emerging trend towards desirable norms {lex ferendd).

Indeed, while the Special Rapporteur stated that the Commission was not engaged

in crafting "new law", Ireland takes note of the comments made by some members of the
Commission that the text does not reflect existing international law or identifiable trends.

7. Ireland recalls the mandate of the Commission to codify and progressively develop

international law. Whilst 


