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Mr Chairman,

1. On the topic of protection of the atmosphere, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland notes the Fourth Report of the
Special Rapporteur, Mr Shinya Murase, and is grateful to the

Commission for i ideration of this topi

2. The United Kingdom recalls its earlier observations about the necessity
of the Commission’s work on this topic, noting that existing
international obligations concerning protection of the environment

generally cover many issues associated with the protection of the

Summary of this Committee’s debate during the 71st session
(AJCN.4/703, at paragraph 16), which noted that a “number of
delegations... reiterated their doubts regarding the usefulness of the
Commission’s work on [this] topic in the light of existing international
agreements”.

3. In addition, we note that such existing agreements have proved to be
flexible enough to address new challenges as they have arisen. A
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