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3. We will now speak to the subtopic for tlysar’s discussior “Ways and means

to further disseminate international law to strengthen the rule of I&t, we wish to
acknowledge the important role that the United Nations, through the Office of Legal
Affairs, plays in this regard. In particular, thaited Nations Programme of Assistance in
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law, provides
a key platform by which international law is disseminated/e are happy for the
opportunity to participate in this important work as a member of the Advisory Committee

on the Programme

4. Second, we believe that Member States and international organisations can and
should contribute by playing our part in building capacity on international law. Since 2006,
the Singapore Cooperation Programfoe SCP), which is Singapore’s primary platform

for delivering technical assistance, has been conducting capadiyng programmes on
international law. A dedicated “Law and Judiciary” cluster was also established under the
SCP’s regular calendar programmes to focus on such igssian.example, we conducted

a course on international dispute resolutrosingapore earlier in June this year. Later on

in November, we will be conducting a course on the international law of the sea. Plans are
also underway to launch another international law training programme in 2018. Further
details of this programme will be announced at a Side Event on Rule of Law, which
Singapore will be organising during International Law Wa&#k.re@gnise the important

role that academia and other think tapksy inhelping to build capacities and knowledge

on international law. Singapore has therefore worked closely with such institutions in
running our training programmeand we wish to recognise, in particuldre Centre for
International Lawat the National University of Singapore fts contributions to the SCP

Programmes and to the promotion of international law in general.






rule of law must also be approached and applied in a way which recognises local actors,
contexts and practical realities to achieve good governance and to promote the general
welfare of the peopldn this regard, Singapore welcomes the efforts of the Secretary

General and his team to consult widely and we would be happy to support such efforts

using platforms such as therfam of Small States.

8. Third, we agree with the Secreta®eneral’s observation regarding the peaceful
settlement of international disputes through adjudication at the international level. In this
regard, we are pleased that the Permanent Court of Arbitration will be estajdistoffice

in Singapore to administer PCA hearings held in Singapore and Asia. This new office will
allow the PCA and Singapore to better serve the dispute resolution needs of States as well

as businesses in Asia and to meet growing demand in coming years.

9. Finally, we agree with the observation in the Secre@eyeral’'s report that
partnerships can play an important role in advancing cooperation and improving results.
Some of the most significant challenges of our time are transnational in nature.
Transnational challenges call for transnational solutions. In this regard, we believe that
regional organisations provide an excellent platfdon internationalpartnership and
cooperation. As mentioned by our Minister for Foreign Affairs in his speech during the
General Debate, regional organisations are an important part of an effective multilateral
rules-based system. They help to reinforce the principles of th€hdider and underpin
international law at the regional level. Equally important, they hdhpild confidence and
encourage habits of cooperatidime Association ofoutheast Asian Nations (or ASEAN
which celebrated its 0anniversary this year, is one such regional organisation. Since its
inception, ASEAN has continuously strived to buildiaciusive, rules-based community
governed by the rulef law. We believe that such models of regional cooperation are
integral to supporting and strengthening rule of law not just at the regional level, but also

at the international level.

Mr. Chairman,



10. We mentioned, at the start of our statement, that small States such as Singapore
depend on a rulesased multilateral system for our survival and success. We wish to
conclude by noting that in fact, small States make up more than half of the UN Member
States. As such, small States can and have made significant contributions to the
international communityk-or instance, we have helped to find solutions on global issues,
including climate change. ¥/ can play a greater role, provided we continue to work
togetherand stay united in our strong support for the UN andrthiilateral rules-based

system

11. | thank youfor your attention.



