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We take note of the report of the Secretary General on this item.

The rationale underlving universal iurisdiction seems to be that the eravitv of certain crimes is such

y

that they cannot be considered as being committed against a specific State, rather against the

community of nations as a whale._Thus_recardless of Iocus delicti (the place nfcommissionofthe

objective of the concept. Yet, in any scheme to implement universal jurisdiction from
criminalization up to trial, laws should be in place so that the principle of State sovereignty, as the
hallmark of international relations, be duly respected and prerequisites of immunity of State
officials, a significant manifestation thereof, be met accordingly.

Due to the sensitivity and complexity of the issue, Member States do not have a common
understanding on the legal and conceptual framework of universal jurisdiction and its scope of






