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Mr. Chair,

The Gambia has the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group. The Afncan Group
associates itself with the statement delivered by the distinguished representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.



We welcome with great appreciation the Charter Committee's consideration of the item entitled
"Pacific settlement of disputes" during the general exchanges of views held at its 2^1^ and 288"^
meeting of 20*^ February, and during the 2" meeting of the Working Group of the Whole on 22"^
February this year. As such, it has been decided to imdertake an annual thematic debate under the
agenda item relating to "Peaceful settlement of disputes", so to discuss ways and means to
peacefully settle disputes under Charter VI of the United Nations Charter. We look forward to
the first thematic exchange this year, which we envisaged will focus on the subtopic entitled
'^Exchange of mformation on States practices regarding the use of negotiation and
enquiry".

Mr. Chair,

In conclusion, the African Group looks forward to holding fruitful discussion during the first
annual thematic debate on peaceful settlement of disputes this year, as well as a positive
consideration of the revised working paper by Ghana on strengthening the relationship and
cooperation between the United Nations and regional arrangements or agencies, at the next
session of the Charter Committee.

I thank you.
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