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In all stages 



of the so called ,^on-localized" particular customary law, involving States that do not have
some regional relationship, is rather theoretical and debatable concept, which requires further
analysis. Further, we would like to reiterate our reservation, already expressed in our written
comments, to draft conclusion 10 paragraph 3 concerning the failure to react as evidence
of opinio iuris. In our opinion, this draft conclusion does not adequately reflect the practice
of States, namely different types of the „failure to react" by individual States and different
significance it may have for the existence or creation of a customary law norm.

Mr. Chairman,

Now I would like to briefly comment on the decisions of the Conunission contained
in Chapter XIII of its report. Firstly, the Czech Republic welcomes the decision to include
the topic „General principles of law" in the Commission's programme of work and
congratulates Mr. Marcelo Vazquez-Bemuidez for his appointment as Special Rapporteur
for this topic. As mentioned in the last year's syllabus on this topic, this source
of international law has been used for more than a century, but its natiu-e, scope and methods
of identification remain unclear. Therefore, we expect that the Commission will provide states
with practical and concrete conclusions and commentaries based on analysis of State practice,
jurisprudence and views of scholars concerning this topic.

As regards other potential topics for consideration by the Commission, the Czech Republic
supports the recommendation by the Commission to include the topic „Universal criminal
jurisdiction" in the long-term programme of work. In previous years, we have been
proposing in the Sixth Committee to refer this topic to the Commission, since it deserves
a thorough legal analysis and the International Law Commission is the most suitable place
for such task. In addition, the topic is related to other former or current topics on the agenda
of the Commission.

On the other hand, we would like to express doubts concerning the inclusion of the topic
„Sea-level rise in relation to international law" in the long-term programme of work
of the Commission. The Czech Republic is fiilly aware of the global dangers of climate
change, including the sea-level rise and its consequences for low-lying coastal States
and small island States and flieir populations. We are of the opinion, however, that the topic
ha predominantly scientific, technical and political character. It should be considered
by relevant technical and scientific bodies and by an inter-govemmental forum having
a mandate to deal with the law of the sea, in order to preserve the integrity of the law
of the sea regime.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


