


the Commission and Other decisions and conclusions of the Commission
Mr. Chair,

First, let me note the change in the membership of the Commission that occurred further to the
resignation of our esteemed colleague, Mr. Roman A. Kolodkin. Pursuant to its statute, it fell on the
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As summarised in Chapter II, the Commission made significant progress during this session. First,
the Commission concluded the second reading of the topics “Subsequent agreements and subsequent

practice in relation to the interpretation of treaties” and “Identification of customary international

. . law” hy_adpntin wn full, cpte nf draft nnnnlnc"igrh | ymentaries thereto. Second. the Commission
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concluded its first reading on two other topics “Protection of the atmosphere” and “Provisional
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the Office of Legal Affairs for the substantive servicing of the Commission. In particular, at this session,
the Commission expressed its appreciation to the Secretariat for its preparation of a memorandum on ways
and means for making the evidence of customary international law more readily available, and requested

that this memorandum be reissued to reflect the text of the draft conclusions and commentaries on
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Draft _conclusion 11 concerns the significance of treaties for the identification of customary
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their adoption and application) may shed light on the content of customary international law. Draft
conclusion 12 addresses the role that resolutions adopted by international iorganizations or at
intergovernmental conferences may play in the determination of rules of customary international law. Draft
conclusion 13 concerns the role of decisions of courts and tribunals, both international and national, as an
aid in the identification of rules of customary international law. Indeed, such decisions may offer valuable
guidance for determining the existence or otherwise of rules of customary international law. Draft

conclusion 14 concerns the role of teachings in the identification of rules of customary international law. It
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international law.

Let me now turn to Part Six - Persistent objector - and Part Seven - Particular customary international

law - of the draft conclusions. Each part comprises a single draft conclusion.

Draft conclusion 15 concerns the persistent objector. It clarifies that when a State has persistently
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