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Cluster i

Mr. Chairman,

Since 1 am taking the floor for the first time, I wish to congratulate you on your election
as Chairman of the Sixth Committee.

Allow me also to thank the Chairman of the International Law Commission, Mr.
Eduardo Valencia-Ospina, for presenting the Report on the work carried out by the
Commission during its seventieth session.

In today's statement, we will begin by making some general comments on the
Commission's work, including regarding the celebration of its seventieth anniversary.
We will then address the topics 'Subsequent agreements and subsequent practice', and
'Identification of Customary international law'. The other topics of the Report will be
addressed in the coming days, according to the clusters proposed.

Mr. Chairman,

Portugal has followed the work and outputs of the seventieth session of the International
Law Commission held both in Geneva and in New York with much interest. We are of
the view that having at least half a session in New York once in a quinquennium should
be a practice to maintain, as it allows a closer dialogue and a better interaction between
the ILC and the missions in New York.

Mr. Chairman,

We are very pleased to note the inclusion in the Commission's programme of work of a
new topic: 'General principles of law'. The willingness of the Commission to revisit the
sources of international law - as it has been doing - is welcomed. This is a topic of the
upmost importance. General principles of law reflect the basic values of the
international society and should, thus, inform not only legal norms but also the political
action of the present. Although both doctrine and jurisprudence have contributed to
clarify many aspects of this topic, general principles of law are sometimes a disputed
mystery in what concerns its content and application.

We would also like to underline our satisfaction with the inclusion in the long-term
programme of work of the topics 'Universal jurisdiction' and 'Sea-level rise in relation
to international law'. The latter deals with a pressing challenge to humankind resulting
from the process of climate change - a phenomenon that has been deeply affected Chairman,hume. the gcnly of the latter and the to t1 -06 Tm
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held to celebrate the occasion, notably the commemorative events held in New York
and in Geneva.

As the Commission turns seventy, it is mandatory to recall its important legacy to
International Law as we know it today. ILC's achievements have become such part of



Rapporteur, Mr. Michael Wood, for his work on this subject, which enabled the
Commission to successfully conclude the draff conclusions.

Portugal commends the draft conclusions as a whole and considers that they will 



bodies, statements delivered and compliance with International Humanitarian Law.
They should also reflect the contribution of State activity to the development of
international customary law, namely by detailing the circumstances in which such


