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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to thank Mr. Eduardo Valencia-Ospina, Chairman of the Commission,
for his introduction of the Commission’s report. The U.S. delegation looks forward

to this annual debate on these important areas of international law.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the opportunity to be here today to comment on the
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Before I begin, I would like to congratulate the Commission on its 70%
anniversarv. It was an honar to be nart of the commemarative events hete.in New

York in May. On behalf of the United States, I extend my thanks to the Members
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codification and suggestions for progressive development creates risk that users of

these materials will misunderstand them or afford them greater weight than is

these materials will need to review them with careful scrutiny, noting what
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addressed.

One area in which the Draft Conclusions depart from existing law merits particular
mention. The United States believes that Draft Conclusion 4, on “Requirement of
practice”, is an inaccurate statement of the current state of the law to the extent that
it suggests that the practice of entities other than States contributes to the formation
of customary international law. In particular, the statement in paragraph 1 that “it
is primarily the practice of States that c'ontribute's to the formation, or expression,
of rules of customary international law” inaccurately suggests that entities other

than States contribute to the formation of customary international law in the same




















































