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new international obligations and highlighting other actions to strengthen border seciirity and
information sharing, strengthen judicial measures and international cooperation, ensure
appropriate prosecution, rehabilitation, and reintegration of FTFs and their accompanying family
members, and strengthen Member States' cooperation, including with the private sector, to
protect public spaces and soft targets. The resolution rightly reiterates the ongoing terrorist
threat against soft targets and, in doing so, complements ongoing efforts to better protect critical
infrastructure under UN Security Council resolution 2341. Of key importance are 2396's new
obligations concerning Passenger Name Record (PNR) data. Advanced Passenger Information
(API), biometrics, and watchlists — all vital counterterrorism tools. As part of our efforts to
address ISIS operations outside of Iraq and Syria, we must also pursue the goal of UN Security
Council resolution 2309 to elevate aviation security standards globally to ensure countries areSecurity
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the GCTF and the Joint UN-GCTF Ministerial Statement endorsed on September 26th at the
GCTF Ministerial.

We also welcome the General Assembly's decision to bring greater coherence to the
UN's role in countering terrorism and violent extremism by approving the creation of the UN
Office of Counterterrorism. The United States was among the strongest advocates for this
overdue reform, and we look forward to UNOCT's leadership in making the UN CT work
efficient.

We encourage continued close coordination between the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism
and CTED, and welcome their joint report in response to UN Security Council resolution 2395 to
improve coordination between the two entities, so that country assessments can serve as the basis
for technical assistance and capacity-building. Furthermore, efforts to counter terrorism that
come at the expense of human rights and the rule of law are counterproductive and often feed the
bankrupt narrative of terrorists. For these reasons, CTED and the UNOCT must pursue a
balanced approach to implementing the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and 
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To help achieve this long-term and comprehensive vision, we need all Member States to
better assist and sufficiently resource UN system actors and other relevant implementers in order
to deliver needed technical assistance and generate more effective solutions. To do our part, we
are pleased to note that we continue to make voluntary contributions to the UNODC Terrorism
Prevention Branch, UNDP, INTERPOL, and UNICRI for development of research, capacity-
building assistance, and training. We encourage other interested Member States to help share the
burden of helping the UN implement the Global Coxmter-Terrorism Strategy, both by helping it
improve its own work and its efforts to assist Member States. These include preventing and
countering violent extremism, and implementing relevant UN Security Council resolutions,
including resolution 2396.

Beyond the UN, we should also continue to partner with local communities and key civil
society organizations. They will often be among the most effective in countering terrorist lies.
Focusing now on treaty developments, we recognize the great success of the United Nations,
thanks in large part to the work of this Committee, in developing 18 universal instruments that
establish a thorough legal framework for countering terrorism. The achievements on this front
are noteworthy. We have witnessed a dramatic increase in the number of states that have become
party to these important counterterrorism conventions. For example, there are 188 parties to the
Terrorist Financing Convention.

The United States recognizes that while the accomplishments of the international
community in developing a robust legal counterterrorism regime are significant, there remains
much work to be done to make this regime fully serve its purpose. The 18 universal
counterterrorism instruments are only effective if they are widely ratified and implemented. In
this regard, we fully if if if 
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