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Mr Chairman,

The United Kingdom welcomes the discussion on the Status of the Protocols
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of
victims of armed conflicts. We 



humanitarian field and we greatly value the assistance they provide to those in
need in the most dangerous of environments.

In parallel, we continue to support the intergovernmental process to Strengthen
Respect for IHL, co-facilitated by the ICRC and Switzerland. Ahead of the Fifth
Formal meeting this December, we urge and encourage States to work
constructively in finding common ground to support this initiative. The UK has
updated its options paper with Argentina and we iook forward to working with
other countries on developing the commonaiities with other proposals.

Lastly, support for international criminal justice and accountability is a
fundamental element of UK foreign policy. We reiterate the UK's support for the
role of the International Criminal Court (ICC), the International Residual
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT) and other tribunals established to
address serious violations of IHL. HMG has also supported the establishment
of evidence gathering mechanisms and fact-finding missions such as the
Internationai, Impartial and Independent Mechanism for Syria, the Burma
collect and preserve mechanism, and the Daesh Investigative Team.

Mr Chairman, the United Kingdom remains fully committed to the promotion
and implementation of Internationai Humanitarian Law.

Thank you, Mr Chairman.


