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Mr. Chairman,

My Delegation commends you for the efficient manner

you have been steering the affairs of this Meeting and we

are grateful to the Secretary-General for his Report, which

outlines United Nations Rule of Law developments and

activities at the national and international levels over the

past year.

2. Nigeria's delegation wishes to align itself with the

statements delivered by the Representatives of the Gambia

and the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the African

Group and Non-Aligned Movement respectively. Every

aspect of human endeavour and development effort are

linked to or related to the rule of. It is, therefore, imperative

that dissemination of rule of law by the United Nations is

given priority.

3. The Declaration of the High-Level Summit on the Rule

of Law at the National and International levels adopted at

the 67th Sesdelivered 



4. Adherence to the rule of law is necessary, especially in

the international system, to regulate the behaviours of

States and hold them in accord with higher ideals and

standards for the attainment of peace and development, as

embodied in the UN Charter. There is always a connecting
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6. As respect for eind observance of the rule of law are

enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, there are

corresponding regional and sub-regional instruments in

Africa embedded in the AU Constitutive Act and ECOWAS

protocols. The rule of law is also a fundamental article in
Nigeria's national jurisprudence.

7. Nigeria considers the rule of law as a fundamental

prerequisite for the establishment of justice and as a basis
for peaceful co-existence and the prevention of armed
conflict. Therefore, we envision the promotion of the rule of

law at all levels as a vital means of strengthening

cooperation, establishing enduring peace and security
within and amongst states.

8. We have consistently demonstrated our respect for the

rule of law, both at the national and international levels. As

a country governed by a written constitution (1999

constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria as

amended), Nigeria remains committed to a process of

governance that is firmly anchored on democratic

principles. The Constitution provides the basis for a 'Rule

of Law' approach to governance at the nationad level. We

appreciate the connection between the rule of law and

democracy and the primacy of the rule of law as a

prerequisite for the promotion and protection of democracy,

good governance, and sustainable development.

9. Furthermore, the robust policy of Nigeria on gender

issues is another testimony to its adherence to the rule of

law at the national level. This policy particularly focuses on
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women empowerment as well as elimination of
discriminatory practices that are harmful to women. There

has, for instance, been tremendous progress towards parity

in primary school education in Nigeria. The constitution of
Nigeria (1999 as amended), prohibits discrimination on any
grounds, including gender.

Mr. Chairman,

10. We 



In addition, the work of the various anti-corruption

agencies such as 



there will be no platform upon which the rule of law would

stand at the international level. Therefore, member states

should collectively work to attain a world where the rule of

law, accountability and social justice are the foundation for

sustainable development and durable peace. This must be
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