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Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The Philippines aligns Itself with the statements delivered by Iran on behalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and Cambodia on behalf of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

We reaffirm that human rights, the rule of law and democracy are abiding and
independent concerns; each to be imperatively observed in its own right but also mutually
reinforcing. The fullest practical realization of each is accomplished with the indispensable
help of the others.

Human rights need clearer legal definition; independent from a passing sense of
grievance and outrage by well-meaning groups. The rule of law would be a self-mockery if
it was not dependable, predictable and protective of human rights. And democracy would
be mob rule—^the worst kind—if its purpose was 
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on the Peaceful Settlement of Intemational Disputes Is the authoritative articulation of our
collective duty under the UN Charter to peacefully resolve disputes 


