
PERMANENT MISSION OF BULGARIA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

73*^^ Session of the General Assembly

Sixth Committee

Item 87

The scope and application of the principle of universal

jurisdiction

Statement delivered by

Ambassador Georgi Panayotov

Permanent Representative

New York, 10 October 2018

Check against delivery!

1/4



Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for giving me the floor.

As this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor, let me join others

before me in congratulating you and other members of the bureau for your

election. As we look forward to your able leadership, allow me to assure

you of the full support of my delegation in all your important endeavors.

I will begin by expressing my appreciation that the principle of universal

jurisdiction continues to stay under 



include all types of wrongful criminal acts. Nevertheless, this so called lack

of jurisdiction can be dealt with.

I would like to emphasize that the Republic of Bulgaria continues to address

the relevant issues and to call attention to the need for international

cooperation in dealing with impunity. On many occasions, EU Member

States have pledged and undertaken measures to prevent Europe's territory

from becoming a safe haven for perpetrators of the gravest crimes. In

keeping with this policy the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU in

the first half of this year continued the established tradition and organized a

special event in The Hague - the EU Day against impunity on the 23'^'^ of May

- together with the European Commission, Eurojust and the International
Criminal Court, as well as other relevant stakeholders. This annual forum

gathered many scholars, practitioners and representatives of civil society

that are not indifferent to the topics at hand. The European Union has set up

organizations and tools to support national authorities when faced with

atrocious criminal activities. UN Member States and States Parties to the

Rome Statute need a constant reminder that they also need to abide by

their obligations in contributing to the upholding of the rule of law and the

implementation of international criminal justice.

There is no doubt that 



victims around the world. We hope that compliance with international

criminal law will not be left to chance and will not be disregarded or

overlooked by stakeholders.

I thank you.
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