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Mr. Chairman,

The Republic of Sierra Leone respectively aligns itself with the statements delivered by
the distinguished representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran speaking on behalf of
the Non-Aligned Movement and The Gambia on behalf of the African Group.

As you know, during the Sixty-Third Session of the General Assembly, the United
Republic of Tanzania, on behalf of the Group of African States, requested inclusion on
our agenda of the topic "Scope and Application of the Principle of Universal
Jurisdiction" in A/63/237/Rev.l. Tanzania proposed this issue for Sixth Committee
deliberation following an African Union decision because while many African States
recognize universal jurisdiction as a vital legal tool to combat impunity for core
international crimes, there was serious concern about the potential for abuse of the
principle by the courts of non-African States against African officials. This could
endanger international law as well as international peace and security.

For our part, in Sierra Leone, our domestic law recognizes universal jurisdiction for
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and concern roup.
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Thirdly, Sierra Leone participated in the informal dialogue convened by Costa Rica
with ILC members from all regions on this topic in May 2018. A key question at that
and other commemoration events concerned the relationship between our Committee
and the ILC. Some delegations suggested that the ILC, rather than addressing
theoretical issues, should address issues that are of practical relevance to States.
Universal jurisdiction is indeed one such topic with great practical relevance for States.

Mr. Chairman,

The question now arises: what should be the outcome of the ILC's future work on this
topic? In Sierra Leone's view, the ILC may assist us with draft guidelines or draft
conclusions on universal criminal jurisdiction. The ILC should also use the space that
seems to have been created in its work programme with the completion of several of its
current topics to move this item on to its active agenda.

Sierra Leone, however, believes that the consideration of this topic and 
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