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Chair

$XVWUDOLD ZRXOG OLNH WR PDNH VRPH UHPDUN

on General Principles of Law.

General principles of law have been a neglected source of international law.
Past considerations of this topic have often been discrete and limited to
SDUWLFXODU SULQFLSOHYV 6LPLODU WR WKH &RF
of customary internationalaw, a comprehensive examination of the
development of general principles of law will assist States to more confidently
draw on all sources of international law, so that States may better understand

their obligations, and resolve disputes peacefully.

We thank the Special Rapporteur, Mr Marcelo Vazefdezmudez, for his

First Report, which provides an insightful overview of preliminary matters to



EH FRQVLGHUHG DV SDUW RI WKH &RPPLVVLRQTV

of law.

We support the SpeciddDSSRUWHXUTV SURSRVHG PHWKRG
WKH &RPPLVVLRQYVY FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI WKH W
consider that the efforts of the Commission should be focused on elucidating
WKH PHDQLQJ Rl pJHQHUDO SUL Qawlr&lecteéy¥inRl ODZ
Article 38(1)(c) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice. We would
QRW FRQVLGHU $UWLFOH F WR EH D VXEFD



legal system. In particular, we would welcome clarification by the
Commission on how a general principle can be formed within the international
legal system, how such principles would be identified, and how such

principles would differ fom customary international law.

Australia commends the progress made by the Special Rapporteur and the
Commission in their preliminary reports and look forward to the
&RPPLVVLRQYY RQJRLQJ ZRUN RQ WKLV WRSLF

Thankyou Chair.



