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Chairperson

New Zealand thanks the International Law Commission and_ its

Commissioners for its report on the work of the seventy-first session. We

also thank the Chairman, Mr Pavel Sturma, for his introductory speech.

We would like to register our deep appreciation for the work of the

International Law Commission and to acknowledge its achievements in the

progressive developmentand codification of international law.

For the sake of brevity, New Zealand will deliver one statement in this

debate, focusing on just some of the important issues addressed by the

Commission, across the three Clusters. Our full statements in respect of

Clusters I, II and III will be uploaded to the PaperSmart portal.

New Zealand welcomes the Commission's decision to move sea-level rise

in relation to international law to its active work programme and to

form a Study Group. There was significant support for this movein last

year’s Sixth
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accordance with the UNCLOS, they could not be challenged or reduced as

a result of sea level rise and climate change.

This was a significant commitment by some of the countries that are, and

will be specially affected by sea-level rise. It emphasises the urgent need

for the global community to address the implications of sea-level rise on

maritime zones.

While I have spoken a lot about the Pacific, the legal implications of sea-

level rise raise questions of global significance: all States have an interest

in preserving the balance of rights and responsibilities in UNCLOS.It is

also in the
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The draft articles reflect two amendments which we would like to

highlight. Firstly, we are p猀
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Conflict, attacks on the natural environment are prohibited. It is

significant to note that the obligations New Zealand operates under for an

international armed conflict, as a matter of policy, also apply to non-

international armed conflicts. This includes prohibitions on the use of

methods or means of warfare which are intended or may be expected to

cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the environment.

New Zealand considers that this work is valuable in the way it draws from

existing international environmental principles to address the lacuna in

this area.
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