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Pacific Islands Forum

Statement for the Sixth Committee Debate on Cluster II:

Sea Level Rise in Relation to 



marine and coastal environments and more destructive storm surges and natural disasters,

which further threaten our livelihoods, health, culture, wellbeing, and infrastructure.

International law should not further disadvantage those affected by the impacts of climate

change. In the Pacific, we aim to ensure that our maritime zones and the entitlements flowing

from those zones are not challenged or reduced as a result of sea-level rise. We contend that

the response of international law to sea-level rise must take into account the interests of those

who are particularly affected, including small island developing states with the least

responsibility for its causes.

In that connection, in August this year, our Forum Leaders met in Tuvalu and committed to a

collective effort, including to develop international law, with the aim of ensuring that once a

Forum member's maritime zones are delineated in accordance with the 1982 United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea ("UNCLOS"), that the member's maritime zones could not be

challenged or reduced as a result of sea-level rise and climate change.

Mr. Chairman, we therefore are committed to working together to respond effectively to these

challenges posed by sea-level rise. We also call on other member States to recognize the need

of retaining maritime zones and the entitlements that flow from such maritime zones once

delineated in accordance with UNCLOS. This will ensure the sustainable development of our

people, per


