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Mr Chairman,

It is my pleasure to address the Sixth 





There is no doubt that sea-level rise, as a result of climate change, Is accelerating. The
resulting Impacts on communities are extremely worrying but also varied and complex. It
causes devastation In agriculture and thus threatens the mere livelihood and survival of
coastal settlements and communities.

There are serious Issues of sanitation and access to drinking water that further threaten
these communities by Increasing potential for Infectious diseases to spread, especially water-
related disease transmission.

Many Islands have already been Impacted and In the coming years more and more states
will be affected. There Is higher likelihood of destructive storm surges and natural disasters
resulting In coastal erosion, which will alter coastal areas and require the adoption of highly
adaptable and ever-changing defence mechanisms.

Flooding and erosion risks triggered by rising global sea levels are also prominently visible In
the Mediterranean and, consequently, the Adriatic Sea. Increasing sea levels have been
meticulously observed In the recent decades, with measurements taken annually ever since
1960. In Slovenian case, flooding In the coastal areas begins at 300 cm In mareographic
height. In the period 1961-2006, the sea level reached or exceeded that point almost 400
times. Slovenia believes that only rigorous climate change mitigation and rapid
Implementation of measures foreseen under the Paris Agreement can prevent further
increases In flood and erosion risk.

In light of the Impacts of sea-level rise. International community faces serious challenges In
the fields of human rights, territorial sovereignty and migration. There are also concrete and
pressing International law dilemmas that arise from sea-level 


