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Thank you Mr. Chairman/Madame Chair,

1. With respect to Cluster II, my Delegation would like to first address the

topic of Protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts.

2. Viet Nam has been well aware of and made immense efforts to overcome

the consequences of armed conflicts, including damages to the environment. It is

undeniable that armed conflicts, regardless of the intentions of the belligerents,

have tremendous and lasting impacts on not only the civilian populations

habituating in the area of its affection, but also for the nature itself, including the

fauna, flora, soil, air and waters as well as the ecosystem. Though the war ended

many decades ago, the effects of the war are still very visible and clearly felt in

Viet Nam. The same is true for all other armed conflicts that have occurred around

the world.

3. It is for these reasons that Viet Nam continues to underline the importance

of this topic and is very supportive of the continuation of the work of the ILC on

this topic in order to establish State responsibility in dealing with remnants of war,

particularly those related to damages to the environment. Our delegation notes with
appreciation that substantial work has already been done and that remaining issues

needs to be worked out building on the work achieved so far. In this context, we

commend the Special Raporteur for her outstanding contribution, which enabled

the Commission to complete its first reading successfully of the topic. Of course,
the topic could not have reached its first reading without the valuable contribution

of the previous Special Rapporteur, Ms. Marie G. Jacobsson. Viet Nam remains

committed to following this topic's further outcomes.
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4. The research of the Commission should be in complementarity to existing
international law on the protection of 





connection with international law, tuning its focus firstly to issues relating to the
law 


