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Mr Chairpefson, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

I am pleased to be with you be be ntrn.80 0 1 273.381 572L7L7L711 OF 



Rule of law at the national and international levels is a pf e-requisite
for achieving the goals set out in the UN Charter. Without it, we
cannot maintain international peace and security; achieve
sustainable development; nor enjoy human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

Rule of law is also fundamental to the social contract between

people and theit governments. That contract must be based on
trust, not fear; and on inclusion, not marginahzation. For the most
vulnerable communities, including many women, the rule of law —
and the norms and institutions that come with it — may be thek
only pathway to access public services and remedies; to enjoy social
protection; and to avoid being victimized by corrupt practices and
abuses of power. As such, the rule of law is an essential element of
building societies that are resilient in the face of existing and
emerging challenges. This, too, is in the interests not only of the
most vulnerable but also of those in power.

Strengthening the rule of law at the international level involves
respect for long-established rules of international law, including on
the use of force, and underpinning the primary responsibility of
States to protect thek populations from genocide, crimes against
humanity, ethnic cleansing, and war crimes.

The rule of law is also central to humanitarian efforts and to human

rights; to understanding and addressing displacement and
statelessness; and to advancing envkonmental sustainabihty. I have
seen with my own eyes how many instances of displacement could
have been avoided or minimized if there had been full compliance
with international human rights law, as well as international
humanitarian law. The untold human and financial costs of



displacement, and the wider impact on societies, could have largely
been averted.

I'd Hke here to recaU the words of the Secretary-General in his
opening speech to the 74^ General Assembly. He described a world
where reason and restraint are in short supply, even as the problems
we face accumulate and there is wide-ranging impunity, including
for violations of international humanitarian law.

He described ̂global trends that challenge existing national and
international rule of law systems but he also pointed to the seeds of
hope, the possibilities that exist to adapt to these new challenges.

Mr Chakperson, allow me to set out a number of these challenges,
and proposals for how we might rise to meet them.

Fkst, the proliferation in the use of hate speech for political
purposes or to incite violence is deeply troubling. The Secretary-
General has responded with a comprehensive United Nations plan
of action to mobilize the UN system to address hate speech, as well
as to help ensure the safety of religious sanctuaries. No country is
immune, and we must all remain vigilant. The Secretary-General
urged aU Member States to take preventive measures and early
action to counter hate speech and related actions that serve no
purpose but to undermine the values of our Organization.

Second, the Climate Change Summit has brought to light again the
urgency of addressing global warming and environmental
degradation. Citizens aU over the world — most magnificently, young
people from every tive 



Yet the people most directly affected by cHmate change remain
horrifyingly vulnerable. They risk losing the very ground beneath
their feet, their livelihoods and their childrens' futures. It is the very
definition of an existential threat.

Third, the digital age has advanced at a breathtaking speed, rapidly
overtaking contemporary notions of the law and governance. In
these new virtual worlds, existing legal frameworks, national and
international, need to evolve. Rule of law must exist online as it does
in the physical world to mitigate the impact of new t&hnologies on
human rights, data privacy and human security. At the same time,
new technology offers exciting possibilities to make advances in the
rule of law. We must harness it to strengthen the administration of
justice, to promote legal certainty, as well as equality, transparencymust 6e9e 67
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A^ccess tojustice for disadvantaged and marginalised groups

A recent report of the Task Force on Justice estimates that 5 billion
people around the world are falling into a "justice gap". This means
that they lack meaningful access to justice for everyday problems
and they remain outside the opportunity the law provides. Many of
the most marginali2ed live in extreme conditions of injustice and are
further excluded from society by this fact. This widening justice gap
is a major 



violence in conflict. In the Arab region, the United Nations
developed 18 country reports identifying gaps in protection against
violence and gender-based inequalities in civil and crkninal
legislation.

I*revention, protection and sustainingpeace

In Mali, our rule of law support seeks to address the troubling
intercommunal conflict in the central region, where we examined
ways to use 



UN assistance at the international level

The Secretary-General's report also includes work to promote the
rule of law at the international level. The General Assembly decided
in 2015 to convene an intergovernmental conference to prepare the
draft text of an international legally binding instrument under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of
areas beyond national jurisdiction. We are encouraged by the
progress made. We are also encouraged by steps taken by this
Committee to examine issues such as the protection of the
atmosphere and sea-level rise in relation to international law. These
examples show that UN bodies are responsive to emerging
challenges.

Coordination and coherence

Within the United Nations system, the Secretary-General also
continues in his efforts to ensure that our support under4this28  31 efforts27621 - United to binding
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Way forward

Mr Chairperson,

You have a busy General Assembly session ahead of you. The
Secretary-General deeply values the contributions of this
Committee to advancing the rule of law. Guidance from and action
by Member States are critical to ensuring that we successfully



benefit from an international system underpinned by the spirit and
institutions of justice for all. The Secretary-General stands ready to
do his part to advance towards this goal.
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