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Mr. Chairman,

Thank you once again for giving my delegation the floor to contribute to the discussions

on this agenda item. My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by the

distinguished representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran and The Gambia, on behalf of

the Non-Aligned Movement and the Africa group respectively. We also wish to, once again,

thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive report on the Rule of Law at the National

and International Levels contained in document A/74/139.

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation's intervention on the Secretary-General's report will be on three key

initiatives by Ghana to advance the rule of law at the national and international levels

• Access to justice, in particular for disadvantaged and marginalized groups

• Anti-corruption initiatives, and

• Accountability at the national level for serious crimes under international law.

Mr. Chairman,

On access to justice, in particular for the disadvantaged and marginalized groups,

Ghana's Constitution provides for legal representation and legal aid and these are reinforced

in the Legal Aid Scheme Act of 1997, Act 542. Through the Scheme, Government in

collaboration with Non-Governmental Organizations and Civil Society Organizations, have

developed a robust mechanism to ensure that all citizens of Ghana, especially the poorest
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Mr. Chairman,

Without a doubt, corruption remains a canker that must be dealt with by all States and it is a

major challenge for everyone, from Governments, business communities to the civil societies.

If allowed to fester, corruption can destroy every facet of a nation including the judiciary that

is supposed to uphold every 
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Mr. Chairman,

Combating impunity and promoting accountability and the rule of law both at the national and

international level is a challenging area in which sustainable progress requires long-term

sustained efforts and resources. As a show of commitment in the fight against impunity,

Ghana's law provides for the exercise of universal jurisdiction over national crimes of

international concern found in several treaties including: piracy, narcotics trafficking, hijacking

of aircraft, terrorism and trafficking in persons. The Courts Act provides for universal

jurisdiction over the aforementioned crimes by stating that any person, whether a citizen of

Ghana or not, is liable to be tried and punished in Ghana for an act done outside Ghana

which, if done within the jurisdiction of the courts of Ghana, would have constituted any of the

above offences. Ghana has defined some crimes under international law as crimes under

Ghanaian law. These include genocide, slavery, other breaches of the Geneva Conventions

and their protocols and specific crimes that could constitute War Crimes if committed in the

context of or in association with an armed conflict such as murder, rape, enforced prostitution,

and the like.
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