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Mr Chairman

On behalf of my delegation I wish to begin by thanking you for this opportunity. At the

onset, let me associate myself with the statement delivered by the representatives of

the Islamic Republic of Iran speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and

Algeria speaking on behalf of the African Group.

Mr Chairman

South Africa wouid iike to commend and congratuiate the Secretary-General for his

comprehensive report (A/74/139) which deais with strengthening and coordinating

United Nations ruie of law activities in reiation to the rule of law at the national and

international levels during the past 12 months. My deiegation has studied the report

with keen interest, which, enter alia, highlight the very significant activities

undertaken by the United Nations. We are pleased to note the steady increase over

the past few years of support by the United Nations to Member States in many areas

relating to the ruie of law. South Africa also welcomes the coordination and cohesion

in United Nations ruie of iaw assistance to address and prevent 600 1 373.30A(onset, )Tj
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the process of independence of of 



public institutions or bodies have the responsibility to protect the ruie of law. They

have the obligation to speak in defence of the ruie of law. It is therefore, the sociai

cohesion that has the great potentiai to protect the ruie of law, where the role of our

courts is centrai. No person or organ of state may therefore interfere with the

functioning of the courts.

Mr Chairman

The rule of law has played a substantial role in the development of South Africa's

constitutionai system. Our Constitution contains a unique founding provision, which

entrenches the supo712.32 Tm
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