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[I. INTRODUCTION]

Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates of the 



In addition, in adopting the 



issues, in particular climate change 



In the area of security interests, the Commission adopted a Practice Guide to the

tJNCITRAL Model Law on Secured Transactions.

The Practice Guide is a non-legislative text. It describes the types of secured

transactions that creditors and other businesses can undertake vmder the Model Law, and

provides step-by-step explanations on how to engage in them. Parties involved in secured

transactions should find the Practice Guide particularly useful in reducing the risk of loss

arising from default of payment.

The Practice Guide is expected to contribute to the achievement of Sustainable

Development Goals 8 and 9 that address access to financial  62I mctists, 
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- Working Group I should continue preparing a legislative guide on a limited liability

organization that addresses the particular needs of micro, small and medium-sized

enterprises;

-  that Working Group II should continue its work on expedited arbitration;

-  that Working Group III should continue work on reform of investor-State dispute

settlement system. The Commission expressed its appreciation for the inclusiveness

and transparency in that work and for financial and other support provided by

France, Germany, Switzerland and the European Union that allowed the Secretariat

to organize intersessional meetings of Working Group III in different regions.

As regards other working groups, the Commission confirmed:

-  that Working Group IV should proceed with the preparation of an international

instrument on legal issues related to identity management and trust services in the

online environment;

-  that Working Group V should continue work towards a text 



and recovery and the other on applicable law in insolvency proceedings) and requested the

Secretariat to commence exploratory work on railway consignment notes.

[V. NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES]

Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

As you know, UNCITRAL's work programme consists not only of legislative activities,

but also a wide range of non-legislative activities. While a complete status of these activities

was reported to the Commission by the Secretariat, I would like to highlight two: (1) the

system for the collection and dissemination of information on case law on UNCITRAL texts

(known as CLOUT) and (2) technical assistance activities, including those of the UNCITRAL

Regional Centre in Asia and the Pacific. The consideration of those matters led to important

Commission decisions, which are expected to have a beneficial impact on the promotion of

UNCITRAL texts and their uniform interpretation and application.

On CLOUT, the Commission noted that, although the UNCITRAL website had been

hosted on a mobile device friendly platform since last October, the Secretariat was facing a

number of difficulties in migrating the CLOUT database to that platform and in overcoming

technical limitations with respect to CLOUT search functionality. The Commission requested

the Secretariat to implement measures for rejuvenating and expanding CLOUT while

preserving its fundamental features of multilingualism and free access. One such measure is

the establishment of a steering committee that will ensure a closer connection between States

and CLOUT. The Commission encouraged States to appoint representatives to that committee.

Another measure is to establish CLOUT partnerships, in which partner organizations would be

expected to monitor and report on developments related to UNCITRAL texts, undertake

UNCITRAL-related promotional activities, and disseminate materials online and in local

languages.

As for technical assistance activities, the Commission, as in previous years, encouraged

the Secretariat to take a strategic approach to the delivery of these activities. This year it

requested the Secretariat to intensify capacity-building activities with a particular focus on the

judiciary, 



expressed its 



modernization of international trade law. When such modernization does not occur or it occurs

in a disharmonized way, international trade suffers.

Intemational trade is often referred to as an engine for development. Indeed, as the

Secretary-General noted earlier this year, the contribution of intemational trade to economic

growth and sustainable development is undeniable.' The engine of intemational trade needs

proper care. UNCITRAL makes an important contribution to this end but it also needs good

care to be able to continue carrying out its mandate.

With that, 1 would like to conclude my address to you on the work carried by

UNCITRAL during its fifty-second session.

1 thank you for your attention!

' https;//www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2019-05-10/secretary-generals-remarks-special-general-couticil-
of-the-world-trade-organization-delivered


