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principle, particularly when applied without due regard to the
requirements of international justice and equality. In addition to
the necessity of avoiding arbitrary universal jurisdiction, using
this principle of exceptional character in pursuit of political
agenda, has to be rejected.

It is important to recall, in this context, the several decisions,
whereby the African Union's Assembly expressed its concern
about the selectivity, political motivation and abuse in the
application of universal jurisdiction principle against African
leaders, namely by some courts, such as the International Criminal
Court (ICC
ing



placed, upon the request of the African group, as an agenda item
of the General Assembly, entitled: ''Request for an advisory
opinion from the International Court of Justice on the
consequences of legal obligations of States under different sources
of international law with respect to immunities of Heads of State
and Government and other senior ojficials'\

Mr. Chairman,

We took note of the decision of the International Law

Commission to include the topic of "universal criminal
jurisdiction" in its long-term programme of work. In this respect,
my delegation would like to highlight the relevance and the
necessity for the Sixth Committee to continue to discuss and
carefully examine this important issue, namely in the framework
of the working group established for this purpose. The referral of
this topic to the ILC would therefore be premature at this stage.

My delegation looks forward to continuing the thorough
consideration of this subject within the Sixth Committee. Our
deliberations should focus on considering clear rules for the
application of universal jurisdiction, its scope and definition, in
order to ensure its reasonable exercise and compatibility with
international law to avert any abuse and misuse.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, my delegation aligns itself with the
statements delivered by the distinguished representatives of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
and The Gambia on behalf of the African Group

I thank you.


