Draft intervention



This overview delineates the evolution of the different maritime zones from

those that were recognized before and after the adoption of the 1982 UNCLOS.

Sub-section B examines Sea-level rise, the sovereign rights and jurisdiction of
the coastal State and its nationals, and the rights and obligations of third States

and their nationals in maritime zones

Sub- section B maps out the possible consequences on the rights and obligations
of the coastal State and Third States in the situation where there is a landward

shift of the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured.

The purpose of this section is to illustrate the specific impacts of a shift in the
baseline due to sea level rise. Just as one example, and perhaps the most
notable, is the case where part of the exclusive economic zone could become

part of the high seas.

The exclusive economic zone confers upon the coastal State exclusive sovereign
rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage living and non-living natural
resources, establish and use artificial islands, installations and structures, protect
and preserve the marine environment, conduct marine scientific research and

exercise other rights and duties provided under the Convention.

An important natural resource for coastal States are fisheries and other marine
living resources. For example, the Coastal State alone determines the total
allowable catch of living resources in its exclusive economic zone under article
61 of the Convention. In addition, the coastal State can adopt laws and

regulations for environmental protective measures, such as protected areas.



These rights of the coasta



happens to the entitlements of islands that possibly could become rocks under
article 121, paragraph 3 with the possible loss of certain maritime zones and
entitlements under UNCLOS.

The next section in the First Issues Paper examines the legal status of artificial
Islands, reclamation or island fortification activities as a response/adaptive

measures to sea-level rise

As the First Issues paper notes, land reclamation is a practice that has taken
place for centuries. In relation to sea level rise and climate change it has taken
on added significance as a measure to retain existing maritime entitlements
either through fortification of the coast line, basepoints that rest on small
features vulnerable to disappear with SLR , or islands losing territory. The First
Issues Paper provides some past and current examples of State practice, for
land reclamation and coastal fortification including through artificial means will

Increase as a response to sea-level rise.

Under UNCLOS, artificial islands are not entitled to any maritime zone.

However, there is no definition of an artificial (5.6 6 )9.a



on the First Issues Paper and then we will submit a final which will be made
available for the comments of States. Indeed, comments by States are integral to

the work of the Study Group on sea level rise.

The First Issues paper will be followed by the Second Issues Paper. It will
examine the issues related to statehood and those related to the protection of

persons affected by sea-



