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 The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations 

presents its compliments to the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, and, with reference 

to the latter’s Note Verbale LA/COD/2/1 dated 03 March 2020, has the honor to submit 

the enclosed inputs on the implementation of the Government of the Republic of the 

Philippines of the General Assembly resolution 73/204 on “Status of the Protocols 

Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of victims of 

armed conflicts”.  

 

Following are the highlights of the inputs: 

1. The Philippines complies with the Additional Protocols through the following: 
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�5�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�H 

 Sixty years ago, the formation of Geneva Convention sought for operative and global 

punishment for a set of war crimes known as grave breaches through establishing universal 

jurisdiction to prosecute perpetuators of war crimes. Crimes such as willful killing, torture of 

captives, inhumane treatment, and unjustified deportation and confinement should be punished 

when committed in armed conflicts.  As the �&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�Y�D���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���V�W�D�W�H�G�����µthe 

universality of jurisdiction for grave breaches is some basis for the hope that they will not remain 

unpunished and the obligation to extradite ensures the universality of punishment.�¶1 Geneva 

Convention was a succession of international diplomatic meetings that produced numerous 

agreements, in particular the Humanitarian Law of Armed Conflicts, a group of international laws 

for the humane treatment of wounded or captured military personnel, medical personnel and non-

military civilians during war. The entirety of Geneva Convention consists of critical laws that aim 

to limit the barbarity of war for prisoners of war (POWs), collateral damages and medical 

personnel.  

 The first and second convention for land and maritime warfare have only partially lived up 

to its promise of ending impunity and ensuring universality of punishment and security. It has 

often been noted that prosecutions for grave breaches are scarce, and that impunity still appears to 

be the norm. Thus, the third convention aimed to broaden the categories concerning people entitled 

to POWs status in accordance with protocol I and II . It replaced the �µ�3�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V���R�I���:�D�U���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��

of 1929�¶ and established the implementation of immediate return and repatriation without delay 

after the cessation of active hostilities. Conditions and places of captivity were defined, particularly 

with regard to the labor of POWs. Convention before 1949 were concerned with combatants only, 

events of World War II demonstrated destructive prowess of war to civilians. Thereafter, 

occupying power was established for humanitarian relief and protection for civilians. With the 

adoption of Additional Protocols, the grave breaches regime was expanded with a view to 

improving the effectiveness of the system. In 2012, the Philippines has signed and ratified more 

treaties relating to international humanitarian law than any other country in South-East Asia.  

 
 

1 J.S. Pictet (ed.), Commentary, The Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Vol. IV (Geneva: 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 1958), at 587. 
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�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�R�Y�H�U�V�� �E�D�V�L�F��
�F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�� �O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�� �I�R�U��
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���W�R��
�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G�� �V�N�L�O�O�V��
�D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�� 
 
�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�R�U�� �9�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �D�Q�G��
�:�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���R�I���7�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �D�X�[�L�O�L�D�U�\�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �I�R�U��
�W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J��
�F�D�V�H�V�� ���L���H������ �E�R�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �O�R�G�J�L�Q�J����
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U��
�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�������D�Q�G�� 
 
�6�K�H�O�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �9�L�F�W�L�P�V�� �R�I��
�7�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��
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�V�K�H�O�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �F�R�S�H�� �Z�L�W�K��
�W�U�D�X�P�D�W�L�F�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U��
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�2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �K�D�Q�G���� �W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�6�R�F�L�D�O�� �:�H�O�I�D�U�H�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �)�L�O�L�S�L�Q�R��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� ���,�6�:�6�)�1������the DSWD 
provides comprehensive social welfare 
and social protection services to 
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distressed and irregular or undocumented 
overseas Filipinos.  Thus far, the ISWSFN 
is available in the following locations: 
Malaysia; Hong Kong; Riyadh and 
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; 
Kuwait; and, Doha, Qatar. 
 
The ISWSFN is established to provide 
timely and responsive or appropriate 
social welfare and social protection 
services to overseas Filipinos, as follows: 
Psychosocial Services  
(i.e., counseling, psychosocial processing, 
critical incident stress debriefing and 
values orientation); Assistance to 
Individuals in Crisis Situation (i.e., food, 
transportation, medical and educational 
assistance); Marriage Counseling 
Services (i.e., pre-marriage counseling, 
marriage enrichment counseling and 
marital crisis counseling); Orientation on 
Alternative Parental Care (i.e., adoption, 
foster care, residential care and legal 
guardianship); Capability Building and 
Skills Training;  Repatriation and 
Reintegration Services; and, Referral 
Services�� 

 

 

Table 48: ISWSFN Distressed and/or Undocumented Filipinos Served by Clientele 

Table 49: ISWSFN Distressed and/or Undocumented Filipinos Served by Age Category as of December 2019 
Age Category Male Female Total 

Children (0 to below 18 years old) 2,692 



 

Table. Established Measures on IHL 

 Protocol I 
 

Protocol II Protocol III IHL  

 Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and 
relating to the 
Protection of Victims 
of International 
Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol I), 8 June 
1977. 
 

Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and 
relating to the 
Protection of Victims 
of Non-International 
Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol II), 8 June 
1977. 
 

Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and 
relating to the 
Adoption of an 
Additional 
Distinctive Emblem 
(Protocol III), 8 
December 2005. 
 

Other Measures 
taken by the 
Philippines to 
strengthen 
international 
humanitarian law 
(IHL), including 
dissemination 
and full 
implementation  
at the national 
level 



and Protection Act, 
RA 10821 and its 
Implementing Rules 
and Regulations 

Emergency 
Program for 
Children (CEPC) 
 
2. DILG-CWC 
JMC 2020_001 
Dated 06 April 
2020. 
Reiteration of 
Protocols on 
Reaching Out to 
Children 
including those 
in Street 
Situations, in 
Need of Special 
Protection, 
Children at 
Risk,  and 
Children in 
Conflict with 
the Law During 
ECQ 
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Protocol II Protocol III IHL  

 Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and 



and Protection Act, 
RA 10821 and its 
Implementing Rules 
and Regulations 

Emergency 
Program for 
Children (CEPC) 
 
2. DILG-CWC 
JMC 2020_001 
Dated 06 April 
2020. 
Reiteration of 
Protocols on 
Reaching Out to 
Children 
including those 
in Street 
Situations, in 
Need of Special 
Protection, 
Children at 
Risk,  and 
Children in 
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the Law During 
ECQ 

INPUT FROM JJWC    1. Process Flow 
Chart is currently 
being developed 
in relation to RA 
9344 as 
amended and RA 
11188. 
Particularly the 
convergence of 
the two laws for 
children who are 
involved in 
armed conflict 
and have 
committed acts 
that will make 
them criminally 
liable under our 
laws. The 
flowchart will 
ensure that they 
the rights and 
benefits 
guaranteed 
under both laws 
are protected 



and availed by 
the child. 

 




