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Chairperson, 

Liechtenstein welcomes th�]�•���Ç�����Œ�[�•���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�� �}�( the International Law Commission and wishes to 

place on record our support for its important work. Under this cluster we wish to take the floor 

on �š�Z�����š�}�‰�]�����^�^����-�o���À���o���Œ�]�•�����]�v���Œ���o���š�]�}�v���š�}���]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���o���Á�_�U���P�]�À���v���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�[�•���]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š��

role in encouraging the progressive development of international law and its codification. The ILC 

�����v�����������•�•�µ�Œ�������}�(���>�]�����Z�š���v�•�š���]�v�[�•�����}�v�š�]�v�µ�������•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�X Rising sea levels pose a grave threat to the 

lives and livelihoods of millions of people in the vast majority of Member States. Efforts made by 

the ILC to address its wide ramifications for international law are befitting of its urgency. 

Liechtenstein appreciates in particular the decision to include subtopics on the protection of 

persons affected by sea-level rise and on statehood, which indicate the importance of a person-

centered and human rights-focused approach.  

 

�>�]�����Z�š���v�•�š���]�v�[�•���‰���Œ�•�‰�����š�]�À�����}�v���š�Z�]�•���]�•�•�µ�����]�•���P�Œ�}�µ�v���������]�v���}�µ�Œ�� �}�v�P�}�]�v�P�����}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š���š�}���µ�‰�Z�}�o���]�v�P��

the right of self-determination, which is a prerequisite for the enjoyment of human rights as a 

whole. In this respect, Liechtenstein stresses the novelty of the implications of sea-level rise for 

understandings of statehood. Legal challenges to the persistence of particular States and 
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countries have in the past arisen in situations of the loss of control over territory or over the 

population belonging to that State or residing in that territory. Instead, a different State or 

government assumes control over the aforementioned territory and population. Such a challenge 

to State persistence rests on the failure of the first State to fulfil the first three �Z�D�}�v�š���À�]�����}��

���Œ�]�š���Œ�]���[�� �}�(�� ���� �‰���Œ�u���v���v�š�� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�U�� ���� �����(�]�v������ �š���Œ�Œ�]�š�}�Œ�Ç�U�� ���v���� ���� �P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�X�� �^�]�š�µ���š�]�}�v�•�� �}�(��

territorial inundation due to sea-level rise differ in this respect, as the territory and the 

population residing therein does not necessarily fall under the control of a different State or 

government. Instead, in situations of sea-level rise, it can be presumed at the very least that the 

population, and thus the government with control over it, persists at the point of inundation. 

Given the concerning trajectory for our world set out in the IPCC


