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Thankyou MadamChairperson,

Sloveniaalignsitself with the statemenpreviouslydeliveredby the EuropeanJnion on this

agenddtem, andwould like to conveythefollowing remarksin its nationalcapacity.

At the outsetwe would like to thankthe SecretaryGeneralfor his reporton the scopeand
applicationof the principle of universaljurisdiction andall MemberStatesand observerdor

their contributions.

Althoughthereis currentlyno acceptediefinition of the principle of universaljurisdiction, it

could be describedascriminal jurisdiction basedsolely on the natureof the crime, asdistinct
from the traditionalbaseof jurisdiction, which typically requiresometype of territorial, na-

tionality or otherconnectionbetweenthe Stateexercisingthe jurisdiction andthe conductat
issue.

The principle of universaljurisdictionis a uniquegroundof jurisdictionin internationallaw

that pemits Statego exercisenationalcriminal jurisdiction over certaincrimesin the interest
of the internationalcommunityasa whole, suchaswar crimes,crimesagainsthumanity,gen-

ocide, slaveryandtorture,amongothers.



nationalcourts,which haveprimaryjurisdiction over crimesoccurringwithin their respective

territories.

In recentyears,the principle of universaljurisdiction hasincreasinglybeeninvokedby States

in the fight againstimpunity for thenesst



By clarifying fundamentatonceptsandelementf universaljurisdictionunderinternational
law, thereis lessrisk that Stateswould either infringe the sovereigntyof anotherStateor

declineto exercisetheir criminal jurisdictiondueto misunderstandingf its application.

Finally, the internationalcommunity as a whole must step togetheras one to promotethe
causeof justice by acting againstindividuals who may not otherwisebe held accountable,

particularlyin caseof crimesthatshockthe consciencef all humanity.

| thankyou, MadamChairperson.



