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Agenda item 86:
The scope and application of the principle of universal
jurisdiction
Madam Chair,

Each year we examine the question of the scope
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The necessity of fair trial protections

Second, the severity of the crimes committed undergirds the principle
of universal jurisdiction. Yet, we must ensure that the desire to hold
wrongdoers accountable does not erode practices that protect the integrity
of courts and public trust in trial outcomes. For that reason, the Holy See
believes that fundamental norms of criminal justice must be in place in all
cases where the severity of the crime serves as the basis for jurisdiction. The
presumption of innocence, the principle of legality, and the right to due
process, inter alia, must be respected, in line with the obligation to preserve
the rule of law.

When universal jurisdiction ought to be invoked

Finally, my Delegation thanks those Member States that have
contributed information regarding universal jurisdiction in their national
laws, including in the most recent report (A/76/203), and thanks the
Secretary-General for compiling it. This and prior reports reflect significant
unity related to the most serious offenses, such as genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes. Many also require that there be some connection
between the country and the accused or the act, an element that the Holy See
considers essential for fair trials and



