


 
 

The exhibit was a visual commemoration of the background, negotiating history, and key 
provisions of the Manila Declaration. Through the artwork, the photographs retrieved from the 
UN archives, and illustrations, the exhibit was an invitation to reflect on a landmark legal 
framework that bolsters the world’s pursuit of lasting, sustainable peace. 

 

The peaceful settlement of disputes remains the central concern of the United Nations 
and of its member states, equal to the imperative obligation of each one to its self-preservation 
and defense. Efforts to strengthen the process of the peaceful settlement of disputes must 
continue tirelessly, the Manila Declaration states. So is adapting the Declaration to realities that 
have since emerged.  

As what then Secretary for Foreign Affairs Carlos P. Romulo said: “This Declaration 
marks an important step forward for the United Nations and the international community 
generally in our efforts to enhance the capacity of the United Nations for peace-making.”  

His words remain relevant. On this 40th year, we renew our commitment to the Manila 
Declaration as a reaffirmation to the United Nations Charter.  

Mr. Chair,  
 
The UN Charter and this organization was borne out of the necessity to maintain 

international peace and security. Let us, as it says, “practice tolerance and live together in peace 
with one another as good neighbors.” 

 
 Thank you. END. 

  
 
  
 

 
 
 


