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THE SCOPE AND APPLICN OF THE PRINEIPIE UNIVERSAL JDRISION

Chait

An evergreater number of national judiciariesare invokingthe princple of universal
jurisdiction to start investigations and criminal proceedirggscerning international crimes
What was oncenew territory for domesticprosecutors andudges has now become a trend.
Liechtenstein welcomes this veryencouraging developmentand commends the
accomplishments of national judiciaries invokitige principle universal jurisdiction.The
German courts have been a champion of universal jurisdiction. We applaud, in particular, the
Higher Regional Court of Koblenz in Germany for seguwanvictions against two former Syrian
government officials for crimes against humanity. This would not have been possible if we had
not had universal jurisdiction as a means to bring justice not only to the perpetrators, but also
and most notably to th victims. Thiswatershed decision by the Koblenz Court aasisted by

the UN-mandated International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism (IlIM) for Sy

recall that thelllM helps prepares case files for prosecutions in courts that have jurisdicti

over crimes committed in Syria, irrespective of the affiliation of the perpetrators.
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Despitethese strong inroadsimpunity with regard to the most serious crimeswidespred.
We must change thatThe principle of universal jurisdictionan only be as strong as we
collectively empower it to beFirst and foremost, this means respecting the basic prin@ple
nullum crimen sine legdhe most serious crimes, that are the crimieaggression, genocide,
war crimes and crimes against humanity must be punishable in respective national jediciar
We therefore call upon all member States that have yetdone so tojoin the Rome Statute
and implementit into their national crimin& codes, including the ratification of the Kampala
amendmentson the crime of aggressiomBut a robust principle of universal jurisdicti@so
means that we need to provide nationaldiciarieswith adequate resources to enable them to

handle the increasig workloadthey are facingAfter all,



