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Mme/Mr Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the five Nordic countries, Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norwa¥ and my own country, Sweden.
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thank the Secreta@eneral for hiannualeport,and thecontributions received from states
and observers. We look forwsra robust discussion in the Working Group during this
seventyseventtsession.

The Nordic Countriesecognise universal jurisdiction as aestblished principle of
criminal lawbothwithin national jurisdictio®sas illustrated in the past reports of the
Secretargenerak and at the international level.

Mme/Mr Chair:

The Nordic countrielsave all incorporated the principle of universal jurisdiction into our
respective domestic Egtion, by allowing domestic prosecutidgh@most serious crimes

of international concern, regardless of where the conduct occurred and the nationality of the
perpetrator.

Weencourage states tihatvenot yet done so tmcorpora¢ universal jurisdion over
serious international crimes into their domestic legistatiagio ensure that tihe is no
safe haven anywhere in the wimtdgerpetrators of the most serious international crimes.



Mme/Mr Chair,

In the context of the debatethe workinggroup somedelegations haexpressed concerns
asto the potential abuse of the principle of universal jurisdiction.

The Nordic countriesecognize that there may exist challenges ¢ff¢lctive exercise of the
principle of universal jurisdiction lmointinue taurge caution against devéeig@an

exhaustive list of crimes for which universal jurisdigbaid apply.Conditions attached to

the application of universal jurisdictioserious violations @iternationalawmust not
unnecessarily restrict the paisy of bringing suspected offenders to justiceNordic countries



