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1. Chair, 

2. Ireland is a strong proponent for the elaboration of a convention on the basis of the 
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said that this Convention is complementary to our endeavours on crimes against 

humanity, in that both have the potential to contribute in a practical and significant way 

to the fight against impunity. The adoption of the Ljubljana - Hague Convention 

demonstrates that progress can and will be made in achieving accountability for 

international crimes. 

7. We look forward to submitting written comments on the draft articles by the end ofthis 

year. We also look forward to participating in next year's resumed session, where we 

hope that the issues on which there was divergence last April will be narrowed. 

8. The purpose of the United Nations is, most fundamentally, the maintenance of 

international peace and security. Crimes against humanity are a direct threat to this 

aim. Our goal in progressing this topic is not just to create a new convention, but to 

prevent the commission of these crimes, and to ensure that those who do commit them 

are punished. Our progress, or our stasis, sends a strong signal to those who think that 

they can commit crimes against humanity without repercussion. We must work 

together, including at next April's resumed session, to ensure that the clear message is 

that those who commit crimes against humanity will face justice. 

9. Thank you. 


