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Thank you Mr/Madam Chair.

Climatic and geological hazards form part of our common human
experience, and an average of over 400 disasters take place each year
globally.

The good news is that we have many tools to mitigate the worst impacts

of these hazards and to respond effectively when they become disasters.



The UK recognises the principle of sovereignty of States and the primary



The ILC’s draft articles on protection of persons in the event of disasters
provide a helpful starting point for a discussion on whether and how an
international convention can reduce the devastating harm caused by
disasters. We commend the ILC for its work. The UK is open to exploring
the benefits of a convention and shares the ambition to improve disaster
preparedness and risk reduction measures, improve cooperation and

coordination, and



