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South Africa believes this was an error and an error that requires correcting. We 

believe this was an error because we cannot comprehend the idea that the 

international community would just turn a blind eye on such a critical matter.  

 

Chairperson,  

 

Crimes against humanity are not an annex to the crime of genocide and war crimes. 

They are one of the most serious international crimes in their own standing.    

 

Chairperson, 

 

Our generation should not be witnessing the commission of crimes against humanity. 

However, even today, we are witnessing the proliferation of crimes against humanity 

globally. These acts of murder, rape, torture, apartheid, human trafficking, persecution 

and many more crimes of a similar nature committed as part of a widespread or 

systematic attack against civilian population continue to manifest. The manifestation 

has become intensified due to the protection and idolisation of the perpetrators while 

the realisation of justice for the victims remains a dream.  

 

Chairperson,  

 

South Africa believes that an international treaty with clearly defined legal obligations 




