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Mr. President, 
 

1. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has the honor to take the floor on behalf of 
the Group of Friends in Defense of the Charter of the United Nations, whose 
Member States take note of the report presented by the Secretary-General in 
connection with this agenda item and contained in document A/79/33. 

 
Mr. President,  
 

2. The Group of Friends considers the Charter of the United Nations to be a landmark 
and a true act of faith in the best of humanity. It is the code of conduct that has 
governed international relations between States for the past 79 years, based on 
timeless principles, such as, the sovereign equality of States, self-determination, 
non-interference in the internal affairs of States and refraining from the threat or 
use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State. 
These are basic norms and principles which, in addition to being the foundation of 
international law, remain

and a truly just and equitable world order. 
 

4. Against this background, we renew our serious concern at the current and growing 
threats to the Charter of the United Nations, as well as at those of an emerging 
nature, arising, among others, from the policies and practices of certain 
governments that seek to exercise domination, including through modern neo-
colonial practices, in particular over independent and sovereign nations, in blatant 
disregard for the basic principles contained in the UN Charter. 
 

5. These threats also include, among others, the increasing recourse to unilateralism; 
the systematic attacks on multilateralism; the continued claims of non-existent 
exceptionalisms; the growing attempts to disregard and even replace the purposes 
and principles contained in the UN Charter with a new set of so-called “rules” that 



have never been discussed in an inclusive or transparent manner and which even 
have the potential to undermine the rule of law at the international level; and to 
selective approaches or accommodating interpretations of the provisions of the UN 
Charter.  
 

6. Such approaches and practices, we must recognize, 



law. Similarly, we also stress the need to hold Israel accountable for all its crimes 
against people of the region. 

 
Mr. President, 
 

11. The Group of Friends attaches great importance to the work of the Special 
Committee, mindful of the fact that it can play an active and constructive role in 
strengthening the capacities of the United Nations to achieve its purposes, 
including by strengthening the role of the Organization, to increase its 
effectiveness and develop its full potential, within the framework of a process that 
should undoubtedly be advanced based on the principles and procedures provided 
for in the Charter of the United Nations itself. 
 

12. In this regard, while reaffirming our commitment to efforts aimed at ensuring the 
maintenance of international peace and security and the peaceful settlement of 
disputes, we take this opportunity to express our concern at the unwillingness of 
some Member States to engage in meaningful discussions to consider the valuable 
proposals which have for long been before this Special Committee and which have 
been put forward, to a large extent, precisely, by some of the members of our 
Group of Friends, as responsible members of the international community. 
 

13. We call upon those States to demonstrate concrete signs of their political will for 
the effective implementation of the mandate entrusted on this 



we consider that this Special Committee could play a positive role in reviewing 
such concerning situation, in light of its implications to the Charter of the United 
Nations and the role of the Organization, particularly to the principle of sovereign 
equality of States, as well as the very provisions included in said Agreement for 
pursuing a judicial settlement when any dispute of its interpretation or application 
arises and has not been resolved by negotiation in a reasonable and finite period 
of time, which is certainly the case at this time  

 
Mr. President, 
 

16. In conclusion, the Group of Friends pledges to spare no effort to preserve, promote 


