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Mr. Chair

| have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group.

At the outset, | would like to thank the Secretary-General for his report as
contained in document A/79/189 -As in previous years, the report
includes relevant information on measures undertaken by some
specialized agencies and related organizations during the reporting period
in insuring the criminal accountability of their officials and staff members.

Mr. Chair

The topic under discussion is of significant importance to the African
Group specifically, given the large physical presence of UN Peace
Operations and UN Country Teams on our continent.

Criminal accountability is a fundamental pillar of the rule of law, hence
the African Group maintains a ‘no compromise’ approach towards criminal
accountability. Furthermore, Africa is resolved to continue calling out
crimes committed by UN officials and experts on mission, which tarnish
the positive image of the UN and overshadow the vital role performed on a
daily basis by thousands of UN officials and experts on mission. Our group
believes it is crucial to preserve the integrity of the UN and to safeguard
the trust placed in it.

We take note of the apparent suggestions in previous Secretary-General’s
reports that some Member States do have the legislative advantage and
capacity to exercise jurisdiction, while others have some provisions for at
least some limited jurisdiction. The African Group encourages Member






proceedings where crimes of a serious nature are committed by UN officials
and experts on mission.

Mr. Chair

To conclude, the African Group would like to reassure you of its continued
commitment to engage actively in the discussions on the current agenda
item, with the view of enhancing accountability of UN officials and experts
on mission and preventing impunity.

| thank you for your kind attention.



