


Thank you, Mme. Chair, 

First of all, let me congratulate you on your reappointment as Chair of this 

Working Group. 

We are well aware that climate change leads also to the increased occurrence of 

natural disasters and the growing need for a solid legal framework for 

international cooperation regarding disaster relief. Only this September, Austria 

was hit by a flood disaster resulting in severe destruction and even several 

deaths. Other European countries were also affected very badly. Therefore, we 

consider the protection of persons in the event of disasters a common challenge. 

The draft articles could fill a gap in this important area.  

Bearing in mind the objective to create a legal framework for the conduct of 

international disaster relief activities, which clarifies core legal principles and 


