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crimes are committed for private ends and that they are normally subject to statute of 
limitations. 
  
In conclusion, Italy supports the efforts to articulate and clarify the international 
framework pertaining to cooperation against piracy and armed robbery at sea, also in view 
of facilitating the harmonisation of national provisions.  
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States as not capable of producing any legal effects at either the national or international 
level. Instead, these agreements are understood to create commitments at a technical 
level only. 
 
Finally, Italy looks forward to the continuation of discussions on this increasingly relevant 
topic within the International Law Commission and welcomes the suggestion of possibly 
gathering information on this issue from States through a dedicated questionnaire.  
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First, Italy would like to commend the Working Group for the work carried out to identify a 
possible way forward for the topic under consideration.  In this perspective, we thank the 
Chairman, Prof. August Reinisch, for leading such work, also by promoting and facilitating 
a dialogue with interested members of the Commission.  
 
In light of the outcome of such discussions, Italy appreciates the difficulties the 
Commission would face in further considering the topic and aligning any possible outcome 



 

and international disaster law. We support an undertaking of this study that does not de-
part from the work of the ILC on State responsibility and that keeps into full account the 
extensive body of analysis that the ILC produced over decades, including under Special 
Rapporteurs Roberto Ago and Gaetano Arangio-Ruiz. Finally, we would see value in the ILC 
exploring the possibility of a study group along the same model adopted for sea -level rise. 
 
With regard to the topic �³�&�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U���W�K�H�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�� �F�D�X�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\��
�Z�U�R�Q�J�I�X�O���D�F�W�V�´, we believe that it is a prudent approach to build upon the previous work 
of the Commission on State responsibility, at the same time examining the impressive 
body of international practice that emerged after 2001. The relevance of this topic is high-
lighted by the current discussions on the establishment of claims commissions with regard 
to illegal actions undermining the rule of law of international relations. It is also highlight-
ed by the work of UNCITRAL Working Group III, which is engaging with the issue of com-
pensation for damages in the context of the ongoing reform of Investor -State Dispute Set-
tlement. We believe that the identification of universal standards by the ILC would strongly 
benefit the legitimacy of damages awards rendered especially by investor-state tribunals.  
 
We encourage the Commission to begin work on these two topics at the earliest oppor-
tunity.  
 
Thank you. 
 


