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Chairperson,

At the outset, | wish to take this opportunity to congratulate you and the members of
the Bureau for your well-deserved election. | assure you of South Africa’s and my own
personal support. | also wish to express gratitude to the outgoing BureaulWhich has

successfully and excellently steered our meetings in the previous session.






Terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any particular religion, culture, or
ethnic group. This is a crucial aspect in addressing the scourge of terrorism given the
diverse religious and cultural backgrounds of the member states. We emphasise the
need for a multilateral, cooperative, and non-discriminatory approach to tackling one
of the most pressing global threats. In order to further strengthen cooperation, it is
imperative that all States ratify and accede to the various international and regional

instruments relating to the prevention and combating of terrorism.

Chairperson,

Whilst extensive efforts have been undertaken and continue to be made to counter
terrorism at the international, regional, subregional, bilateral and national levels,
including in terms of law enforcement, mutual legal assistance and extradition, South
Africa reiterates that a comprehensive convention will go a long way to further

consolidating efforts to combat terrorism.

In conclusion, South Africa ardently supports the finalisation of a comprehensive
convention for combating international terrorism. We note with concern that this matter
has been on the agenda of the Sixth Committee for over a decade and we encourage
States to redouble all efforts to ensure that we can find consensus, particularly in
relation to a definition of terrorism, which will aid in cooperation and coordinating

efforts to combat terrorism.

| thank you.



