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Chair,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

1. On behalf of the Delegation of Sierra Leone, allow me to
express ous gra;titude to the Secreta*y-GeﬂeraI for the
comprehensive report (A/79/174) on the Status of the
Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949
and relating to the protection of victims of armed conflicts,

as well as on measures taken to strengthen the existing

body of International Humanitarian Law (IHL).

2. We also wish to acknowledge the work conducted in
accordance with resolution 77/107 and the valuable
deliberations held during the seventy-seventh session of

the Sixth Committee.

3. Sierra Leone reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the

Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional



Protocols, particularly Protocol I. These instruments remain
vital to protecting victims of armed conflicts and upholding
the principles of human dignity. In our collective

responsibility, we stress that full impIeTentation of these
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frameworks is essential, and their fundamental tenets must

not be compromised.

. Sierra Leone is no stranger to the horrors of war. As
His Excellency, Dr. Julius Maada Bio, President of the
Republic of Sierra Leone recently said at the launch
of the Sierra Leone Peace Exhibition at the United

Nations, “Sierra Leone has been to hell and back”.



ru
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various parts of the world, bringing with them

Immense suffering and a blatant disregard for |HL.






14. Sierra Leone’s commitment to accountability is further
demonstrated through the legacy of the Special Court for
Sierra Leone (SCSL) and the continued work of the Residual
Special Court fgr Sierra Leone (RSCSL&. These institutions
underscore our nation’s belief in the necessity of holding
perpetrators of grave breaches of IHL accountable. We
urge the international community to continue supporting

such mechanisms, as accountability is essential for

effectively enforcing IHL.

15. We are pleased to see the growing ratification of the
Additional Protocols and the near-universal acceptance
of the Geneva Conventions. However, as emphasized in
the Secretary-General’s report, the challenge remains in
ensuring compliance and effective implementation at the
national level. It is critical that all states uphold their
obligations under IHL, particularly those directly involved in

ongoing armed conflicts. We echo the call for continued
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dissemination of IHL principles through education and
capacity-building, which is vital for strengthening national
implementation.
- L I

16. Finally, Mr. Chair, Sierra Leone reaffirms its full support for
the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions.
These instruments remain essential for protecting victims of
armed conflict and guiding parties' conduct in both

traditional and evolving conflict scenarios.

17. We call on all Member States that have not yet ratified
the Additional Protocols to do so, and we encourage their
full implementation to ensure that the principles of IHL are

upheld in all conflict situations.

18. In conclusion, we thank the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) and other humanitarian organizations

for their tireless efforts in promoting compliance with IHL
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and protecting those affected by armed conflict. Sierra
Leone remains committed to working alongside the
international community to safeguard the dignity of all war
victims and uphold the humanitarian p‘rli'nciples that guide
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us.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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