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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the United Nations 
presents its compliments to the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations 
and has the honour to refer to the Latter's Note Verbale (Reference: 
LA/COD/59/1), dated 27 December 2023, and to the paragraph 4 of the General 
Assembly resolution 78/113, dated 7 December 2023, requesting information 
and observations on "the scope and application of the principle of universal 
jurisdiction





the ruling in criminal case No. 2K-7-39-1073/2022 an extended chamber of seven 
judges stated that Geneva Conventions (for example, Article 146 of the Geneva 
Convention relating to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 85(1) 
of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions) and other relevant international 
instruments specified in the ruling recognise that any national court has jurisdiction to 
prosecute a person for war crimes and crimes against humanity, irrespective of where 
they were committed, the nationality of the person who committed them and their 
prohibition at national level. This principle is also reflected in national regulation of 
the Republic of Lithuania. Thus, the Supreme Court found that any national court, 
including the courts of the Republic of Lithuania, is competent to conduct criminal 
prosecutions for war crimes and crimes against humanity and must do so in accordance 
with national criminal and criminal procedure laws. It should be noted that in this case, 
the extended panel of seven judges also provided significant clarifications regarding 
the possibility to prossecute perpetrators in absentia, which is enshrined in the 
provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and is considered an important aspect 
of the implementation of criminal responsibility for crimes against humanity and war 
crimes. 

Lithuanian prosecutors continue to initiate new cases on the basis of the provisions on 
universal jurisdiction. The following pre-trial investigations are carried out on this 
basis: 

- pre-trial investigation in accordance with Article 100 of the Criminal Code 
("Prohibited treatment of humans by international law") and Article 1003 ("Torture") 
of the Criminal Code concerning the actions of the state institutions of the Republic of 
Belarus against the population of the Republic of Belarus following the 2020 
presidential elections of the Republic of Belarus; 

- pre-trial investigation in accordance with Article I 002 ("Separation of children") 
and Article 102 ("Abduction or transfer of civilians") of the Criminal Code due to 
illegal deportation of Ukrainian children to "to 102 Sepa154on92d
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