United States Submission
Information and Observations on the Scope and Application of the

Principle of Universal Jurisdiction

The United States welcomes this opportunity to submit further information and
observations on the scope amgbplication of universal jurisdiction, including
information on recenemendments to U.S. domestic legal rules and recent

judicial practice. In this connection, the United States notes that itsMagen
submission providing information and observations on this topic was in 2010. The
United States appends its 2010 submission and reaffirms the views set forth
therein, as well as in oral submissions before the S&timmittee on this topic.

The United States


https://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/78/pdfs/statements/universal_jurisdiction/12mtg_us.pdf



https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/gambian-man-indicted-torture-charges
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Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Maritime Navigation.*

In two other well-known cases, although U.S. law would have
permitted prosecution based solely on the principle of universality and the
offender’s presence in the United States, there were alternative bases for
jurisdiction. For example, in 2008, a U.S. court convicted Chuckie Taylor,
son of former Liberian president Charles Taylor, of torture and related crimes
committed in Liberia between 1999 and 2003 under his father’s regime.
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| nationality of the offender based on the offender’s presence in the United
States, Taylor is also a U.S. citizen. In 1998, Ramzi Yousef was convicted of
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favor of a state on whose territory the crime was committed, as such crimes

injure the community where they have been perpetrated in particular, the bulk
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the territorial state may contribute to the strengthening of rule of law
institutions in that state.

In conclusion, a number of U.S. statutes provide for jurisdiction where
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