Editing of resolutions at the United Nations
Presentation for the information of delegations

Introduction

The Editing Section edits all United Nations documents, including draft
resolutions, to make them clear, accurate, consistent, grammatically correct, in conformity
with United Nations editorial standards and translatable into the other five official
languages. All draft resolutions are normally edited, translated, formatted, proofread and
reproduced by DGACM within a very short time frame. Given the tight turnaround, it is
essential that the editor have the contact information of the main sponsor or facilitator so



It is interesting to note that throughout the world, legal texts are often edited
following negotiation and adoption. For example, there was an article in The New York

Times about the revision of United States Supreme Court decisions after issuance (link to
article).

Structure of resolutions
Paragraphs

Resolutions are essentially one long sentence. There are normally three elements in a
resolution: the name of the organ, the preamble and the operative part.

* Preambular paragraphs are not numbered. They serve to present the background
to the action part of the resolution.


https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/us/final-word-on-us-law-isnt-supreme-court-keeps-editing.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/us/final-word-on-us-law-isnt-supreme-court-keeps-editing.html?_r=0

10. Reaffirms the importance, in particular for developing countries, of the work
of the Commission concerned with technical cooperation and assistance in the field
of international trade law reform and development, and in this connection:

(a) Welcomes the LQUILDILYHV RI IKH &RP PLWLRQ«

(b) Expresses its appreFLDILRQ IR IKH &RP PLWLRQ«

(c) 7DNHV QRIH ZLIK LQYHUHVW R1 IKH FRP SUHKHQVLYH DSSURDFK«
(d)  (J[SUHVVHV LIV DSSUHFLDILRQ YR IKH *RYHUQPHQIV«

Examples of changes that editors make to draft resolutions

Editors will check and correct titles and facts (such as dates); correct grammar and
syntax; correct, add or delete footnotes where necessary; and make minor adjustments to
style to bring the text into line with United Nations editorial standards and practice and to
render the text translatable. The following is a list of common corrections that are made by
editors:


https://untermportal.un.org/UNTERM/portal/welcome




Editorial helpdesk and other resources

Editors are available to offer assistance and advice. Delegates are encouraged to
contact the English Translation and Editorial Service if they have an editorial or
language question on a draft resolution:

ETESFrontDesk@un.org

Other resources:

» United Nations Editorial Manual Online (www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/editorial-
manual)

e UNTERM (untermportal.un.org)
 Official Document System (ods.un.org)

Thank you for your participation in the session. Please get in touch at
ETESFrontDesk@un.org if we can be of assistance.
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Annex
Common preambular verbs and adjectives

Acknowledging

Affirming

Alarmed

Aware

Bearing in mind

Believing

Cognizant

Commending

Concerned, Gravely concerned, Deeply concerned (about)
Conscious

Convinced

Deploring

Disturbed, Deeply disturbed

Emphasizing

Expressing (alarm, appreciation, concern, gratitude, satisfaction)
Guided

Having considered, Having heard, Having received

Mindful

Noting, Noting with concern, Noting with appreciation, Noting with satisfaction
Reaffirming

Realizing

Recalling

Recognizing

Stressing

Taking into account

Taking note, Taking note with appreciation, Taking note with concern
Thanking

Underlining, Underscoring the fact that

Urging



Common operative verbs

Accepts

Adopts

Affirms

Agrees

Appeals

Appreciates

Approves

Authorizes

Calls upon

Commends

Condemns, Strongly condemns

Decides

Declares

Demands

Denounces

Deplores

Discourages

Emphasizes

Endorses

Expresses (alarm, appreciation, concern, gratitude, satisfaction)
Invites

Notes, Notes with concern, Notes with appreciation, Notes with satisfaction
Reaffirms

Recognizes

Recommends

Reiterates

Rejects

Renews, Renews its invitation, Renews its commitment
Requests

Supports

Takes note, Takes note with appreciation
Underlines, Underscores the fact that
Urges

Welcomes



