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Human Rights Council 
Thirty-seventh session 

26 February–23 March 2018 

Agenda item 3 

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, 

political, economic, social and cultural rights, 

including the right to development 

  Armenia,* Australia, Cyprus,* France,* Germany, Greece,* Haiti,* Malta,* 

Netherlands,* Paraguay,* Serbia,* Slovenia, Ukraine, United State of America, 

Uruguay:* draft resolution 

37/… Prevention of genocide 

 The Human Rights Council, 

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 

and other relevant international instruments, 

Recalling its resolutions 7/25 of 28 March 2008, 22/22 of 22 
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Recalling that the Human Rights Council was mandated by the General Assembly to 

address situations of violations of human rights, including gross and systematic violations, 

and to make recommendations thereon, and that it should also promote the effective 

coordination and mainstreaming of human rights in the United Nations system, 

Recognizing the important contribution of the United Nations human rights system 

to efforts towards preventing situations in which the crime of genocide could be committed, 

Reaffirming its full support for the mandate of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-

General on the Prevention of Genocide, who acts as, inter alia, an early warning mechanism 

to prevent potential situations that could result in genocide, 

Taking note of the framework of analysis for atrocity crimes developed by the Office 

of the Special Advisers on the Prevention of Genocide and on the Responsibility to Protect 

as one of the tools to assess the risk of genocide in any situation, and encouraging Member 

States and regional and subregional organizations to use relevant frameworks, as 
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among themselves and with the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Prevention 

of Genocide, relevant United Nations bodies and with regional and subregional 

mechanisms; 

5. Expresses its appreciation to all States that have ratified or acceded to the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, and in particular 

to those States that have done so since the adoption by the Human Rights Council of its 

resolution 28/34, namely Benin, Malawi and Tajikistan; 

6. Welcomes the launch of the appeal by the Special Adviser on the Prevention 

of Genocide for the universal ratification of the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide on the sixty-ninth anniversary of the Convention and 

the International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of 

Genocide and of the Prevention of This Crime; 

7. Calls upon States that have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to 

consider doing so as a matter of high priority and, where necessary, to enact national 

legislation in conformity with the provisions of the Convention; 

8. Stresses the importance of enhanced international cooperation, including 

through the United Nations system and regional organizations, aimed at fostering the 

principles enshrined in the Convention; 

9. Calls upon all States, in order to deter future occurrences of genocide, to 

cooperate, including through the United Nations system, in strengthening appropriate 

collaboration among existing mechanisms that contribute to the early detection and 

prevention of massive, serious and systematic violations of human rights that, if not halted, 

could lead to genocide; 

10. Condemns intentional public denial or justification of the crime of genocide 

as defined by international law, and notes with concern that public denials create a risk of 

further violations and undermine efforts to prevent genocide; 

11. Recognizes the important role of the Secretary-General in contributing to the 

prompt consideration of cases of early warning or prevention, as mandated by the Security 

Council in its resolution 1366 (2001) of 30 August 2001, and the functions of the Special 

Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide who, in accordance with his mandate, collects 

existing information, in particular from within the United Nations system, liaises with the 

United Nations system on activities for the prevention of genocide and works to enhance 

the capacity of the United Nations to analyse and manage information relating to genocide 

or related crimes; 

12. Requests all Governments to cooperate fully with the Special Adviser on the 

Prevention of Genocide in the performance of his work, to furnish all relevant information 

requested and to react promptly to his urgent appeals; 

13. Underlines the important role of the United Nations human rights system, 

including that of the Human Rights Council, the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights and relevant special procedures and treaty bodies in 

addressing the challenge of collating information on massive, serious and systematic 

violations of human rights, thereby contributing to a better understanding and early warning 
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concerned with the promotion and protection of human rights of persons belonging to 

national, ethnic, racial or religious groups, as outlined in article II of the Convention, and to 

continue collaboration with relevant international, regional and subregional organizations, 

national human rights institutions and civil society; 

17. Reiterates the importance, when addressing complex situations that might 

lead to genocide as defined in the Convention, of a prompt and comprehensive examination 
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